
With Ever-Increasing Glory 
 

We are all told in countless ways every day that we are inadequate. The problem is 

systemic to our society. We are bombarded 24/7 with negative messages, a constant 

thought-ad campaign, running since we were little children, telling us, “You are not 

enough! You’re not adequate. You’re not cool. You’re unworthy and undeserving! But if 

you were to do this, or get that, or believe this other thing, then maybe you might 

possibly be O.K., but only for a little while.” And so in this story we get lost. We are made 

to feel small and insecure.  

 Meanwhile our parents often out of their own fear, anxiety and insecurity criticize us 

over and over, or simply disregard us. Coaches yell at us. Teachers scold us. Our peers 

belittle us. And so we grow up with a sense of not measuring up. Not measuring up in 

sports. Or school. Or socially. And then in the cutthroat arena of the workplace. And we 

feel trapped and dull and unworthy. Then religion kicks in here by saying that we are all 

at our core originally sinful, and throws in total depravity for good measure. Whatever 

else might be said about this, thinking you’re born bad doesn’t, let’s say, empower us. 

 But now Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 shows us a higher way. He says, “We all reflect the 

Lord’s glory, [and] are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.” 

Wow! And the promise in this new life of the Spirit is freedom. Could we as Americans, I 

wonder, begin to understand a freedom that is not tied in to property and politics? Could 

we imagine hearts and minds so tuned in to their Creator that they live with, and not 

against, the flow of the universe – almost like flying, no longer pulled down by depravity? 

Could we imagine life unburdened, not stuck, not held back by sin? A body that fulfills 

our own unique genetic code uncorrupted by sin or physical decline? A spiritual body? 

Could we imagine life not worn out by lust or by anger? Not distracted from its higher 

calling by fear or by greed? Not held back by fear? Not tied up in knots by our own self-

absorption? Life energy no longer drained by our own hurt feelings? No longer dependent 

on some particular outcome we feel ought to happen? What would such a life be like? 

Of course what it takes is transformation – that we with unveiled faces boldly reflect the 

Lord’s glory and are transformed into his likeness with ever-increasingly glory which 

comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. And so we sell life short. We’re meant to be 

nothing less than transformed into the likeness of Christ so that we may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:19), but we’ll settle for finding the person 

of our dreams, or having a corner office, or making a great name for ourselves when so 

much more is possible. This is the issue in life. This is the choice. We are called to the 

glory of: becoming like Christ – wise, compassionate and loving, being strengthened with 

power through God’s Spirit in our inner being, being rooted and established in love, 

having the power to grasp just how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

being filled to the measure of all the fullness of God, being liberated from sin and fear and 



silliness, from craving and clinging and attachments, flying free, not stuck, being open to 

greater and greater adventures, finding the courage to go into the places that scare us, 

even walking through the valley of the shadow of death, being lit up from within by the 

image of God within us, luminous, radiant, living in the light of eternity, living for 

eternity, a glory that lasts forever. 

 Go back to our text, to 2 Corinthians 3:16-18. Look at it again. What it’s all about is the 

Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord, the Lord who is the Spirit, this connecting Spirit, this 

dynamic and deeply personal energy field that is a loving, connecting presence 

everywhere, living in us, filling us, healing us in all our broken places, shining in us. And 

through this loving, connecting Spirit, in the words of Trebbe Johnson in her book The 

World Is a Waiting Lover we are all “shining beings with vital tasks to perform” (xvii). 

 This is all part of encountering the presence of God. It’s all part of what happens when 

we are mindfully, consciously aware of the glory of the Lord and of being transformed 

into his likeness. We are shining beings with vital tasks to perform: passionately engaged 

with the people we meet, the places we go, the ideas we believe in, and the work that we 

do; learning to live increasingly fearless, joyful lives; losing ourselves in a world of 

unselfconscious enchantment; recognizing ourselves as part of something eternal and 

transcendent, glorious, radiant and luminous; the Spirit of the Lord animating us, calling 

us into loving connection with one another, filling us deeply exactly when we empty 

ourselves. So we now live in the divine flow, with minds awakened to all of life, to a world 

aglow with amazing possibilities. Now we know that there is within us a powerful, loving 

presence that will see us through all our times of trouble and release us into our own 

radiance.  

 So the challenge throughout the course of our lives, and in fact every day, is to reflect the 

Lord’s glory and to be transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory which 

comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. We are shining beings with vital tasks to perform. 

May we take on more and more luminous versions of ourselves, choosing over and over 

again to be more fully and gladly a part of God’s good life, realizing how big love can be. 

May we go for the glory that lasts. May we do whatever it takes – whatever difficult soul 

work it takes – so that we might boldly reflect the Lord’s glory and be transformed into 

his likeness with every-increasing glory.  

 – Dale Pauls 


